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CtiGincfi- Notitre.
"Aldernet Brand"

B-»alwaja_coxnr-stn Miml

Christmas is coming. If you wi8'1 beautiful
toola, abates, (.sitert snd toilet allpjpcfs, good articles, popular
(noes, patronl/.e Millsr A lo, 'iii West Uth-st._

Holiday (»ikts.
A *Tf3t vsrletv ot tine Mrerschsum ripes snd (Issr-nolders,

ala..stine as-illtmeiit of Amber (looria always on hand. C.

braun, 347 llroouie-at (OCsjlduntal Hotels_
Pilks. Piles. Piles.

Onred without katta, powder or aalve. No .tiara-*, nntll mred.
Write tor rerer.-i.ci*. DB. I'oBKIns, ll IL»st -Utb-tt.

Shayne's Perfect-Fitting Sealskin Sacouos,
91 ,0, a 17*.. 9-'00, s "jr., $-.'.".o.

Shayne's sealslin Paletots, VUtters and Dolmans,
9-'-'*., 9.0, 9-"'; Hon, $.',o, up.
Hlisrne's sealskin ( sis aud Ult.vea,

Bio, sr.',911 si 1+',".
Shayne'* Genuine >tt«r Hainiies, 92'0 and $:100.
Hhaynt-'s Ottei Dol'uana. etoo, j51m and 97.1,0.
i-liarue'a Fa-sMonabie Fur l.tntsl liannenis.
-Iin_.l.l_. tlrculara. $9.1, 9KM(, fl'"., il ,0.

C. C. *SHAV*iE, Manufacturer, Kia Prince-**.

TRIBUNE TERMS TO MAIL SUliSCRlBERS.
Pvsttifiefree in the United Stales.

1 Year. 0.Months. 3 Months

PAU/Y. with8.day. 98 50 WU fi 15

DA IL**', without sunday.... 7 00 8 50 175

MMIU THIHIM . 150 .
Remit bv Pental Note, Mon. firdrr, or Peclatered Letter.
By i'ostsi Note, the remitter will piesse write on ths Note,
.Tor Thk New-York Tami..,...'.

BRANCH OFF1C1.S OF THK TRIBUVK.
Advertisements for publication in Ths Tfiht-s. snd orders

lor rcsnlar delivery ot the dully naper, will be received st the
lollowln. brunch OBIeas in New-Vork City
Main Uptown .lillee, 1,9. Urosdwiiy, ;1 a. ni. to9 p. m.

Ko. mt. Weal 1 vtenty-thml-st., 10 a. ni tos p. m.

No. "t'OThlrri-ave., near 1'orty-aeventli-st.. 10 a. rn. fo S p. tn.

Ko. 1.007 Third-iive., near .'litieUi-M., lo it. 111. to « p. rn.
Ko. .K Kast One-buiiilreil-aiiU-twciiiv-litth-st.. 4 to *< p. tn.

Inion Square. No. DZ I.tl F0urteenth-.1t, lo a.rn to "I p. m.

IN OTHl ll flTIES.

Washisoto*.-1.322 K-st. I UMDOa--fi niviford-st.. Strand.

.?.

T0TJNDED BY HORACE GREELEY.

NEW-YORK. FRIDAY. DEC. 7. *

THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Forkion..There was an tinton firniotl rumor in
London that war bad broken out in Tonquin.-
It is believed that England's arbitration between
France and China ls makin** progress. Fire
has destroyed OOO hous-siniCoafltantiiioj.le mid tho
legislative palace at Brussels. Socialists are

on trial in London for trying to blow up the Ger¬
ri._ emba-wy. _.= The secret ballot at election*
has been defeated in the Prussian Reichstag. -¦

England and Spain are likely to negotiate a com¬

mercial treaty. ___ Signor Nicotera, formerly a

Cabinet Minister in Italy, haa been challenged to
fight a duel for Insulting a Government official.
Congki'sb..In the Senate yesterday bills were

introduced limiting a portion of the Naval Appro¬
priation Act; to eetaM&eh a United states a.al nt

New-York City ; to forfeit Berta. pattie lauds
granted to the Oiegoa Central Ra.read Coiujiany ;
to reiH-al the l'le-eiuption and Ti.b. Culture laws
and to amend Hu* Homestead law; to provide for
theiconstruction of the Maryland and Delaware
free ship caual; to define the jurisdiction of the
Circuit and District Courts of tho Halted Btate*
Joint resolutions were ottered to amend the Fif¬
teenth Amendment; propo.iing an aiiieiidiiient to
tit Constitution giving women the right of suf¬
frage; proposing au amendment la theConstitution
giving the I_.Meat the right to veto npaiate
items of an approjiriation bill while approving the
remiiiiidei. lu the House Mr. McCoid, of
Iowa, was sworn.

Domi vi ic-Hillings, Clapp _ Co., wholesale
druKgi.stsS in Boston, have been fined for the
adulteration ol opium. ___ Arguments were
matloin the Nt-w-York Court of Appeals in n case

involving the constitutionality of the tenement-
house cittar act. _=_ Argument was begun in the
Dwight raearauea case. == The Bessemer Coke
Works, at Mount Pleasant, Penn., were sold at
auction. ==__ The rolling-mill of tho Trenton Iron
Company was elated temporarily. __=__ Over 200
persons were carried over the new cantilever bridge
at- Niagara Falls. __= The election case of
Horsey, at Columbia, 8. C., has been abandoned.
¦ Considerable damage has been done by Hoods
in D-illas, Texas. =__ Tho New-Jersey Sanitary
Association met at Trenton.
City and Snit khan..Alderman Keilly Kot in a

rage at ihe meeting of the Hoard of Estimate yester¬
day. __n The Chamber of Commerce urged the
State to purchase the Adirondack Wildeneat.=_=
Annn-ting in tho iuteretrt of tho Charity Organi-
ration Society was held at the Union
League Club, ssss The St. Nicholas Society
ate its annual dinner at Delmonico's.-
George W. Cable lectured belem the
Nineteenth Century Club. ¦_=_= A dentist of Key-
port, N. J., was assaulted in the street by tbe hus¬
band of a patient. - President Barnard and
Aiiinistus St. Gaudens testili.-d in the Keuardeiit
snit. ___¦ A caso of smallpox occurred on the
Scythia. .. Captain Gordon was held lot trial
in $5.0(K) bail. s____s Gold value of the legal-tend. r

silver dollar (4121. graiusi, V>._7 (cuts.-
Slocks fluctuated irregularly, were weak after
¦being strong, and closed -Mettled.
TU VVkathkh..Tribcxk local observations in¬

dicate clear or fair and warmer weather, powtildy
followed late in tbe dav by incrensing cloudiness
and light rains. Temperature yesterday : Highest,
-li**; lowest, 3S--; avo-iage, tl'TB*'.

The success .f thu meeting helillast -Teaing
to nrouse Inttweal in tho work of Hie Charity
Organization S,K-i,.fy 0f thjS(.j.v Min |M. ^-.,,t£_
fyingtoall Hiinking people who allow tlitii.-
wilvestl.e luxury of giving. The hall of the
Lihou League Club was crowded, and thc
merits of the nociety's systematic method o!
benevolence wera duly net forth by Ut. Joseph
H.Choato, Judge Daly, Hr. George William
Curtis and othei-s. The work of this Otrgaoba-
tinu should romniend itself not only to Chiis-
tian phil9_thrnp-ta, but especially to those who
take a scicntitic view of almsgiving.

? .

The lawyers of Texan who havo undertaken
to get the Court of Claims at Washington to
pa*) favorably upon the request of an old slave-
holder that he shiUl be paid for his liberated
olav. have probably taken up the case aa an
amusement. They are said to hold that Texas
eame into the Union in 1845 under difbrent
circumstance* from tho other States. Tliat is
certainly not true in a legal sense; and, any-
tray, after she was once in her condition waa
*ot moro independent than that of any other
Btate. The Texan slawholder'u claim will be

paid about the same time with the Confederate
war debt.
A realization of the necessity of profeotinf*

our forests seems to be spreading more widely
every day. Yesterday Mr. Morris K. Jesiip pre¬
sented the matter to the Chamber of Commerce
of this city, in an effective manner and with

good results. Resolutions were adopted urging
the importance of protecting tho entire Adiron¬
dack wilderness. A memorial to be presented
to the Legislature will be prepared, and oilier

commercial associations throughout Um Si ute

are invited to join in pressing Hm matter upon
the attention ol our law-makers. The move¬

ment for forest protection, not only in New-

York, but throughout the Union, has begun not

a moment too soon. Great damage has already
been done; yet if tlie destruction can lie ar¬

rested just where it is, wo shall be a fortunato

people.
No little excitement was caused some weeks

ago by the discovery of a case of smallpox on

the steamship Scythia. Great piocuution WM

taken to ir-olate the patient, and the Health au¬

thorities were so convinced that all dancer of

contusion had been removed that, the steamship
was passed at Quarantine with only a trifling
delay. Unfortunately the precautions taken do
not seem to have been suflicient. A young mau
who was a passenger on the vessel when the first
case was discovered has since been seized by
the disease; nnd yesterday when the Scythia
arrived from Liverpool again one of tho stew¬

ards was sent to Riverside Hospital sick with
the smallpox. The vessel was then allowed
to come up to her dock. In view of tho fact
that thia la the second case which has broken
out on the Scythia, despite all precautions, tho
action of Hie Health ofliooi" xix DO. detaining her
at Quarantine may lead to some alaru).

The Aldermen have taken up the matter of
electric wins in the street**, anil their Finance
Committee has made a vigorous report in favor
of an ordinance requiring all wires to be put
underground. Judging from past experience
it does not seem likely that the Aldermen will
Anally pass such nn ordinance, nnd, even if they
did, it would doubtless only remit in endless
litigation. The companies have not lunch more

respect for the Aldermen as representatives of
public opinion than Ihe average private citizen
has. The proper body to take this subject in hand
i.s the Ami -milly. Even there any extreme
measure would probably be defeated. Bnl ¦

law prohibiting any more nins from being
strung along on the poles could not bc consid¬
ered unreasonable bj ;ni> one, -incl undoubtedly
such a law might be paned du's winter, After
that we could decide what to do with tho win -

already up. ^

Senator Lapham, of this State, bas already
prepared a.joint resolution to .Bend the United
Stales Constitution so that the Pre.dent eau

veto items in the appropriation bills without
killing the entire measure. The iden aeemsto
find some opposition in Um Sen.,tc. N doubt
it would be ii bad thing to tinker Very much
with the Constitution, and the OOttSei vati.-iii 'it

many of the Senators is highly commendable,
However, when a change in our fundamental
law is actually needed I litre is no reason to
hesitate to make it. The change in question is
not based on n wild theory, but i.s called for by
expel ii-nce. In this Slate, for instance, the way
in which our Govertion use tho power gives
widespread satisfaction. There is no reason to

suppose it would not work equally well in Ped*
eral administration. The amendment lias lteen
laked for by the President ia his last two mes¬

sages, pilbil0 sentiment has been Sip*..ed
strongly in its favor; so there nally docs not
?.eeiii tobe any reason why the Senators should
hesitate,

SENATOR MORRILL ON sim LR COI SAG E.
Senator Morrill's larg.- experience and well*

camed reputation in the ticatmcnt of financial
question, would in any case ha\e seemred atten¬
tion lor his stronj; speech on the silver question.
Rut the speech was also remarkably timely.
Wu Oheettgo Tribute*, one of the moat p..wei lui
Republican journals of thc Weat, has now de¬
clared foi a suspension of silver coinage. Ute
VhiongO Tribune and The <fuimiuti OoBtBtar*
vinl Ottsette worked together most efficiently to
prepare public opinion for ihe revival of silvei
coinage, and the influence ol these (.'Kat jour¬
nals was for a time the chief obstacle to the
suspension now advocated by them both.
Judge Kelley, whose opinion on the subject Th*
f'liirti(in Tribune quotes, was convinced during
his absence in Europe that the continuance of
silver coinage by this country bed become thc
greatest obstacle to the progress ot bi nu tallie
views in Europe. With him, Mi. Burel.rd,
Director of tho Mint, Mr. Walker, Mr. Horton
and i.llier-* who were among the foremost iii ad¬
vocating coinage of silver years |go have now

earnestly urged a suspension, on the ground that
it would strongly promote international agree¬
ment on Ihe question. Not a single one of ti¬
ne.ly influential leaders in the movement for
remonetization is now in favor of continuing
the purchase of $2,000,000 of silver bullion
each month for tho purpose of manufacturing
more standard dollars, of which, as Mr. MuniM
says, the Treasury now holds three limes an

many as the people have been induced to take
and use.

In connection with the declination of The
Chicago Tribune, then fine, Mi. MoniU's able
¦peech will attract especial attention. He
.uglies that Wc have nu possible need, at pres¬
ent, tor as many standard dollars as have al*
reatly been provided. This reasoning The Cin¬
cinnati Commercial Gnarite hasalsopresented re¬

peatedly with -ricat force. He urges that the
continued coinage of silver by this country
operates powerfully to shield Oreel Britain and
Germany from the nat ural effects Of theil mono¬
metallic policy, and so strengthens then in the
stubborn resistance thus far made bj them to
every plan of international accord. Iii his po¬
sition Mr. Merril] -frees with M. Cernuschi and
other leaders of bi -metallic thoughl ai.road, and
with Messrs. Burel.rd, Horton iind Walker of
this country. At length, therefore, there is en¬
tire accord between the thoughtful and compe¬
tent men of both opinions, ic reaped to the
piesent duty of the Quited State's. For reasons
in s.mie meas.ire unlike, the l.i-melallist and the
mono-metallist alike urge thai this country
should no longer continue to put into useless
ituMiara dollars *._-,ooo.ooo each month of its
revenue. The bill offered by Mi. Kelley iu the
House, though coming from one who was form¬
erly a lending advocate of the double standard,
does not differ in principle from the measure
which Mr. Moriill ndvoOSteS in the Senate.
Senator Morrill doo not propose to deprive

the outstanding silver cort ideates of any pail of
their present Usefulness. He would Lav. these
certilicntes to the operation of natural laws ol
supply und demand. The suspension of silver
coinage would property bs supplemented by a
discontinuance ot the issue of certificate..., leav¬
ing -hess now nutstending to lill the p.ace in
circulation which they now occupy. It is part
of the hui of the BeUStor, moreover, to bring
about a .readjustment of coinage, sojt.ti the
metal shall 0.rrespond moro nearly in intrinsic
value with the otlicial stamp, and to promote an
increased usc of .silver coins },\ stopping the
issue of -fl 1. aud $2 United States notes. Theta

positions and others in the spi-eon of Mr. Moi
rill will lie considered moro fully in conuectiu
with the discussion to which his bill will doub
less Ind. But the main purpose of the s'teet

.to bring about a suspension of the eofa-S|
of silver dollars mid of tho issue of silvi
certificates.should be heartily approved \
intelligent advocates of either the double or i

tho single standard. It is enough that we hav
more standard dollars coined already than ca

lu um d, under either theory or any lt gislatioi
for some years lo come.

USWORTHY OF MR. MORRIsOS.
President Arthur has refused to help eitlu

faction of Democrats by his Message. He hu
not recommended reduction of tho interni
boes according lo the notions of Mr. Randal1
nor reduction of the turill according to Mr. Cai
lisle's ideas. Hut Colonel Morrison hus no rig!
to say that the President refrained from eitlu
ncoinmendiition fur partisan reiisons. It
absurd foi him lo call Ihe Message "* me.in-spii
(ted or cowardly " because it did not precise
gratify the faction of which Mr. Morrison is
leader. His own motives aro at least as open t

suspicion or criticism in this matter its those a

the President, whose course will bo approve
by intelligent and conservati\o mon in ever,
blanch of business and of every shade of part.*.
Indeed, any public man who does advise an

otheroveihauling of the turill this winter, befor
the count ry has half recovered from the pru
longed uncertainty and embarrassment whic
tbe fasti revision caused, justiHes grave doub
either as to his patriotism or as. to his capacif
for public trust. For moro than five month)
every blanch of trude and industry was cmbar
reseed hythe discussion and the wavering actio
in the two houses of Congress. Then, after th
new bill had been passed there was rtSgnstio
for nearly four months more because Itu- mo-

important changes of duty did not take eIbe

until July 1. And from .Inly 1 onward, th

Varying course of importations has bool
watched with deep interest, eepectally by th
employers and working people in some branchs
of Industry! because ths very existence of man;

manufacturing establishments in this countr

has depended upon effects of the new tali*
which could not be altogether determined a

yet. Thus busineea has been sonly disturb-*;
for moro than a yt ai hy a revision of thc tanti

and however gnni the benefits expected from
thai, revision, it is certain that lt has cost tia
country a gnat deal. Whit possible reason car

be given tor renewing the agitation and oncer

tainly now ?
Tin- faction of which Colonel Mollison is

leader will plead tba! the surplus revenue ii
undesirably huge. Thi9 is true, if thal rmrplui
is ii* be applied io the extinguiatunenl of publit
il. l.t. because it re.rea Iso rapidly the bond- oi

which the bank circulation reata. Bul Mi. Car
lisl" and his followers can hardly give thal
reason They havs not shown roch oomprehcn-
sion of the National banking system, or sud
friendlinesa toward it, thal they can be ex-

peeled, for the Mkeof saving that system, tt

subject iill the Industry of the country todii
order and lo-s. What other reason can lu

(liven I It is said thal the taxation is too heavy
Hut the truth is tha* the people do not feel tin
taxation bj th.* United Btotea at nil : and thc
Stale, county and local lax.'s. which lhe\ do feel
it is tbs policy of Hr. Carlisle and hisfriendi
not io relieve by snyed of the Federal Govern
nieiit. The sacred doctrine of State lij.'lii*
might come to grief, if the burdens imp ised bl
- local wlf-gOVen.Sent*1 should in any Mich wa-,

be lightened.
It is tin* truth, moreover, rsi tbs President

suggests, thal Jh.-ie nie important public need-
to which the whole of th.- surplus revenue fol
the ( uncut or coming veal i an be well applied.
Thc il. lenee of our coasts, and especially of flu
great seaport cities, ooghl to be no longer des
lay.-d. There could be do grouter folly than h
repeal taxea which the people do not feel before
making provision for the public defence.
Again,il is of great importance too.'manu*
failures and agriculture that the foreign com*

moree <>f the country should be aided by ¦teem*
ship lines to foreign putts. As long aa thc
mails, even on ..tilcia! bi.ineae, go under for¬
eign tilt:-, and OUT men hauls are dependent
upon foreign ships for communication erith any
customers they uny have shroud,.! is alto¬
gether too cally to Mik of cutting down the rev*
lune as au object ot supreme importance,
Something ought to be done, too, whether by
the mode cuggeated by Mr. Blaine or some

other, to promote more elliciently the freei 'lo¬
cation of thc people. The vii v existence of otu

Republic, ail admit, depends upon the mainte¬
nance of education, and ..ct the recent census

discloses p lamentable prevalence of illiteracy
and lack of educational facilities in stmc parts
of the country. Will Colonel ll orri son maintain
that lill aid to popular education should be re¬

fused iu order that taxation may be Immediately
reduced Bgain 1 At leas), if he is really to take
that position, he ought lo be able to ratlin that
the President and his Republican advisers nod
aupportera, in urging a different course, maybe
quite as sincere, and quite as free from persona]
ambition or partisan bias, as Mr. Carlisle or Mr.
Mon i.oii oi' any of their followers.

Till. WHISKEY TAX.
The question raised by Mr. Blaine in regard

to the distribution of the amount derived from
Hie Whiskey tax belongs Ul UM future. So long
IS the whiskey lax is needed by the National
government the questionof Its transfer ls nol
practically before thc people. It is only winn
the question of its repeal is reached that the
Issue raised by Mr. Blaine comes to the front.
Indeed, this appears by the text of his letter to
be his own understanding. He fixes the time at
ihat point when we caa no longer apply tin but*
his to the payineiit of the National Debt and
ia'.- no its,, foi the lax in the National Trees*
ny. u Why should not the Stales," Mr. Bl.JM
isks, u be permitted to have the tai onapirita
Cor theil own benefit if the Natxamal tJonsinai'at
lost aol nerti it ?" The question then ia not be*
ween the National and stale Governments aa
o which shall have tho whiskey tax.bul bc-
w-eeii giving the lax io the Btotea or repealing
taltogether. On thal point there will bs a
:i.at dee] to be said when il is reached. Mr.
Haine feels sine that it would bc greet folly to
aka eighty-ail millions a yeer off whiskey and
coepit on homesteads and farms. Meanwhile
¦cloie leaving thu subject it may be well to
iller a word upon om- or t wo points of object ion
irged against the principle of distribution.
'eitain Western papers make loud complaint
hat the 'proposition involves the taxiing of Illi-
u.is, Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky, where Ihe
ehiskey is principally distilled, for the bein lit
if other States. In other words, they maintain
hat the distillers pay thc tax. We suppose hy
mrity ofreasoning theseseme WesternJonrnela
,vill admit (hat the importers of New-Vork,
Boston, PhOadelphlaend Beltimore pay the bulk
rf the two hundred millions of customs.one
josition is just asaound, rather is not ao absurd,
w the other. An intelligent boy of len years
knows that the consumer of Urh_kej pays ihe
ax, ius Hie consumer of imported goods payi the
luty. New-York pays | far heavier whi-kev
ax than any .d' the States engaged iu diatilling.
Vi haps bj h. euoi mon cou -ii in pt ion of spiiit*
ii the arts and manufacture- New-York pm us

much of the whlskey tai as the four distilling
States put together. In the usc of whiskey as a

beverage the Western 8tates may keep even

with us, per capita, but New-York certainly does
her full share in that respect,

r Another point of objoction to the distribution
y of the whiskey tax refers to ita constitutionality.
if We are unitized ni the number of men, especial*
c ly on tho press, who am profound jurists and

who know tho preciso limits and powers of (ho
organic law. We have not failed to observe,
however, that those learned pundits are gen¬
erally surprised whon informed that Congress
has already exercised the power which is so

loudly pronounced unconstitutional. Every
argument now brought against the distiibution of
the whiskcytaxwasfar more ably stated against
Hu distribution of the surplus revenue in Jaek
son's time and tho distribution of the proceeds
from the salo of public, lands under the Pi esl-.
doney of John Tyler. Hut against these obje.c-
tions both bills were passed by Congress and
approved by the Executives named. There is
not a constitutional point in the case of the
whiskey tax that ama not involved in one or tho
other of tho former distribution bills. One or

both of these measures were supported by Mr.
Webster, Mr. Clay, John Quincy Adams, Mil¬
lard Fillmore, Thomas Kwing, George Evans,
Burua Cboete, John Sergeant, John M. Clayton,
William Pitt F«\ssonden, Robert C. Winthrop
and ninny others of tho most learned and able
in Congress from LSSOto 1843. The Demo¬
cratic, objectors may bo pertinently reminded
that President Jackson in his lirst Message to
Congress recommended that the surplus reve¬

nue arising from du lies on imports u be appor¬
tioned among tho States according to their
nit io of representation." He renewed the rec¬
ommendation in his second Message, and took

i occasion to answer the objection now made that
t it would lower the dignity of the States to re-

t ccive revenue from tho National Treasury.
With his sining common-sense Jackson de¬
clared that -there could surely be nothing dc-
¦ 1 ogutory in the State's receiving Us quota of
u the Nat ional revenue for domestic use, npon a
" fixed principle, ea a matter of right and from a

.'fund Ul thc creation of whh li each State had
-contributed its lair proportion.*1 We leave the
constitutional objectors to wrestle with that
comprehensive declaration of Jackson.
Local taxation in tho United States is very

heavy. In many coses U is positively oppress¬
ive. New-York is more heavily taxed than Lon¬
don ; Phi.dolph.i is more heavily taxed than
Paris' Muston is more heavily taxed then Ber*
lin. Il is ililli,-ult. to lind a town in the North
ern States in which the total of local laxes (by
which wt* mean State, county, municipal and
school taxes) is not equal to eight dolla!* per
head of the total population, linn, women -nd
children. Some ere lower. Many are higher.
lp thia «ity the rete is over tosarpdollars per
Iliad. Perhaps lhere ii no city in the Union
with a population exceeding fifty thor.and a here
the faxes do not cona! or en ced ten dollars per
heed. Throughout tho Union the total of all
taxes paid.distint! from National taxes.will
he found to equal, if not exceed, tour hundred
millions of dollars. To relieve this burden, it is
Mr. Blaine's idea Ihat the whiskey lax ctn lie
profitably used when Un- National Qovernment
shall no longer have, need of it. It would, per¬
il.ip-, in the aggregate, take oil' from the people
one .plaiter of their heavy binden of taxation.
In tome states it would lift and discharge op¬
pressive debts ; in others it would make needed
public improvements ; iu all it would enhance the
educational facilities of the people. Win ti we

think of the myriads of roten in the Republic
who cannot med the namoa on the bullo. they
place in the lsix.it quickens us to lay hold of
every resource thal may extend end improve
"ii s\ stem of schools.
The whiskey tal may, in Hie end, bc one of

Hie greet instrumentalities to work out valu.ihlc
results. If one State has it, all must have it.
The distilling Slates cannot unitedly collect a

half-million of dollars from the source that
| i.-lils in .nlv a hundred millions to the touch of
National power. And National power cannot be
Used except tor the common good of all. There
will be ample opportunity to discuss the ques¬
tion in all its aspects aud all its bearings.
There i-1 no need of premature committal or ag¬
gressive partisanship in regard to it. We are as

willing to receive light BS to give light, and
shall iii Hie end determine our course hythe
Weight of testimony and the strength of thc
argument. At present we are willing toaay
the! it ia an Important and far-reaching iasne
and may deeply ailed many interests in the
future.

fr TURF. OF THE FREEDMEN,
Mr. Frederick Douglass always speaks with a

tone of authority about the freedmen. Ile con¬

ti iinites to Harper t Weekly nu interestingpaper
on the progress of Hie lace since Emancipation,
his views being .is encouraging aa those n-

prcissod by Mr. Beecher in his Thanksgiving
seimon as the results of personal experience iu
the Southern States. Mr. DoUgteSS contends
that though they are still deplorably ignorant,
the larg, number Of colored children attending
school ghoWS that progress has been made.
With respect to morality he speaks in a lower
tone, but thinks there is everywhere among
theme dawning recognition of a new-order of

life iind society. The obi camp-meeting emo¬

tional religion is subsiding and..ought is taking
the pince ol feeling. Public morals and man¬

ners, he thinks, have gained by Hie change, and
the t lied of a better kind of preaching than was

ctcr heard in the old days is to supply stunt -Hiing
besides rant and toministertosomi Hiing besides

passion. On the whole, the old man is far from

discouraged or dissatisfied, In his Judgment
the colored people arc steadily rising.
Mr. Douglass glances also at the funnel slave¬

holders. Have they meda any aenaiUe degree
of progress in civilization since Emancipation,
An- they mole industrious, honest and humane
since they ceased to buy, sell and Ho;.' their
slaves? He considers such events as Va/oo,
Hamburg and the slaughter el Dunville of
ominoua import, and contends that the enfran¬
chised bondmen can make little progreaa with¬
out consent and eo-operetion of the niling class
among whom they live, and whose land they
cull i vate.

CIRCUMSTANCES ALI LR CASES.
In discussing the relations between the rail-

loads and the public ihe President observesi
** While we cannot fail to recognize the impor-
*. lance of the vast railway systems of the conn*

"try iind their great and beneficent influences
"upon the development of our nmtorie] wealth,
u w. should, on theotherbend, ress..ber that no
u individual and no corporation ought to be in-
u vested a it li absolute power over the interests
"of any Ot-MC citizens or class of citizens.'' No
doubt most people will at once coincide with
this remark, and will say that it is sound com¬

mon-sense. Vet, though its truth and wisdom
ave so apparent, it is pet.fifa worth while to

point out that a substantially dill.'rent il .eli me

baa been laid doe a by the Supreme Court ol' the
United Slates. That august tribunal, in its
lamons decision on the Chicago elevator canes,
declared that the Legislature had a light to
interfere with and to regulate the profits of any
business Into WhichU "public MO*1 entered.
The principle of that decision hi a very broad

one, and though it has not yet been extended,
is quite impossible for any one to say confident
that it never will be. Under that principle it
the right (and it may at any time be assumi
to be the duty) of tho Legislature to rogilla
any business or occupation which may at ti
time seem to any influential person, either
the legislative body or of the dominant party,
need such regulation. And as there Ls no coi
ccivablc business into which a publio use <

some kind does not enter, it follows that thei
is no conceivable business or occupation whic
may not some day become the subject of legii
lative regulation. The common answer to a
such expressions of apprehension is that th
courts and publio opinion may bo trusted t
Ktopshortlofmischievoiisinterferencowjthveste
rights. Hut in the first place it is the opiuion t

many that such interference has already oe
curred. And in the second place erperienc
proves that the admission of such dangerou
doctrines hythe Supremo Court entails a ten
dency upon that tribunal to proceed further i
the same direction.
The "sentiment enunciated by the President

a sound and just one; but if corporations or eil
izens should not be permitted to exercise abso
hit." power over other citizens or classes of citi
zens, it is equally clear that the legislative dc
pei*.aent of the Government, representing a
it often docs only a minority of a majority, an
sometimes only a majority of a minority, shoul
be i est rained from the exercise of a like abso
lute power over individuals or classes. Whil
the doctrine of the Chicago elevator cases i
maintained, however, there can be no assurauc

against legislative tyranny of the kind referral
to, and it is obvious that this may, under th
pressure of popular excitement, or tinL-exigenci.t
of partisan politics, at any time become quite a

serious an evil M those acts of corporate aggres
sion against which the public protest, and fron
w hit h they seek protection.

UNEXPENDED BALANCES AGAIN.
Alderman John Hi illy evident ly thinks tba

he is a bigger man than John Kelly, or an*
other member of bia particular Democratic or
geniration. A reference in Thu Tuinmntoi
"prominent Tammany Hall politician" WM
applied at once by Mr. Reilly to himself, end
led Itt his making yeeterday a lively exhi¬
bition of his unfitness to discharge the duties
of.ii member of the Hoard of Estimate. It i>
only a few days since he was charging '"crook
edness " in the official canvass of the votes eas!
at Hn» recent election, because he wus nearly
defeated for Register by his Republican op*
poncnt. Mr. Reilly's friends would do well ti

keep a close watch on his movements.
Aside from the personal incident, the pro-

Deedings of the Hoard of Estimateyesterday
were humiliating to the city. The Mayor con¬

ti ss. d thal In- could not administer the munici¬
pal government on businecsprinciples. Ile hm
ried, he says, and failed. He admits his ina¬
bility to do the worh auder existing laws. The
Legislature should take him at his word, and try
in a measure te relieve him of the responsibility.

In regard te the question of nmbing transfers
ri.un ..expended belenceeof appropriations of
previoua years, which gave rise to the discussion
icstcrd iy. Tiik Titim nk has already enlight-
ined the public. Mi-. Asten deserves the i-om-

nendation of every citizen for the finn stand he
ins taken in opposition to this pernicious prac-
i. e. As long as he guards the dcors of the City
lieasiirv irom the Bsssulta ol Alderman Bailly
ind his friends, Mr. Asten may be Certain of
:ml>l it* approval. In equity his position ia fan*
pregnable. Already this year about haifa mill-
on dollars in alleged unexpended balances
i.i\ been transferred to the use of department
beads. The praetlee has been carried 90 far for
he benefit of Commissioner Thompson that he
ictually had transferred, muong other items, a

iiilanee of Seventy-eight couta remaining over

from an appropriation made six years ugo for
¦public drinking hydrants."
Every cent of the money ** transferred" has to

ie raised by the issue of interest-bearing bonds.
Aha! is the purpose of the law requiring de*
larlments to meka out estimates, and the Hoard
if Apportionment to make appropriation! in ed*
ranoe of the rear in which the money is to be
.pended T Clearly, if this subterfuge of mak-
ng "transfers" is legal, the law in regard to
M.mutee and appropriations is ii dead letter.

r)''.YT ENOW WHAT TO FUT <>S His cards.
Itisn.it generally known that yesterday, after

fading tba able but confllettng statementI SOO*
ained in leading Democratic newspapers conveni¬

ng his position tin the tariff question, spca ker
'arlisle wulked around to a Washington stationer's
0order himself 909X0 visiting canine
A htiifK and varied assortment of sample cards

vas promptly spread before him, and of course he
bund no difficulty In deciding apes si*..* ami script.
Int when UM gentlemanly clerk who had tho honor
f wailing upon him inquired what ho wished on-

*.red iiiM.n the geida, perspiration broke out upou
In* Speaker's brow, and before assistance could bo
_BB90nsd ha flunk tate a very dark brown study,
'allying in the course of the afternoon, he rebuked
he clerk for asking him so embarrassing a question,
he clerk was profuse in his aaeleglas, hut saul
hat it was customary. After a time the
IM-aker became mollified, and proceeded to
uhr thiae d.blunt sets of cards, explaining to

he reassured clerk that ho hadn't quito mado up
is mind which kind ho would list".that he would
ike ta consult the Democratic National Committee
afars reaching n conclusion. The oatie have since
cen pi epared, .iud now lie at lha stationer's await-
ig the .speaker's decision. They read thus :

MU.Jilli* <1 KlKm C.UM.
tfre /ratler, willi llHlilelit-1 Protection.

un. jons ohiikim nwann.
jTuteettoitxst, with ii,, Mental Free Trail-,

Mu. Jons oiunfit **rr*rr rt
Tariff iiiivriner, willi liiclflciit.nl Faclna-bt.tli.waya.

Per latest SdVices todleete that ths Democratic
ational ('ominittoc ha- not rat decided tho dell-
nte point. Ths stationer advises Mr. Carlisle to
bunch 'era."

___________________

It appears from tho statements of Police Justico
I in i ny that ha rwlglisd tram the police force in lHtiLI
> go into tho coko SUS.SM. Ila WSS theil Hotting
got.il example Which tho puldic would he glad to

M him follow lu 188.'.

[tls understood that a gloom that can hs dis-
uictly felt, Ihat In lint il distinctly and painfully
dt, begins te nettle down uimiu tho I'eniocialie
nijority in (Jongtess. Ilow can it lie otherwise
hen the members rssllss that tho day is not far
latent when the** WlD bo compelled to break the
gnni/.lng nows to their respective heelers that
lie re aro not otllces enough in tho I louse to go
lend, _

roitKsmiiT. iiiMisiciift.
This is what' The Sun This is what The Sun
il<l before Carlisle was says now that Carlislo is
ledaspeaker: Speaker:
"The Republican party "Our friend of The
mst go." Caittier-.lournal declares

himself fully preparedfor defeat [in 18841 and
probably he trill nol be
disappointed.''

A Missouri jury has just settled a question con¬

struing which science hus been unable to reach a

nal conclusion, and thus once, more t In* Immense su-

eriority of " hurd common-souse" over mere spceu-
itioii is deinoiistruted. The case was rather pisjul-
ir. It was it suit against hu insurance i-iuiipiiny by
niau whose house hud been destroyed by a cy-
loint ia 1881. The plaint il! .sought to prove that
tie .lesliM.SO agent ia cyclones is electricity, or

.inning. The defendant as stoutly maintained
liut the destructive agent was purely and simply

wind. Many experts were called on both sides.The late Profeeeor Tioe appeared in eupport of theplaintiff's theory, and the defendant was backed byother profeueoi.. The Jory wss called upon to <u.cide a question which the sclentlata con ld not
agree npon, and lt did its duty with a thoroughlyM.warian promptness and equanimity. It de¬clared that cyclones are caused by wind alone, andtliat therefore the plaintiff must be nonsuited.Henceforth it is to be hoped that this decision will bsrespected, and that the champions of the electricaltheory will «* hide their diminished heads." Andwhat a comfort it would be if many other scientifl,problems could be solved jn the samo simple, easy
way. There is the question of tho constitution ofthe sun, and the question of the undulatory theoryof light, and the question of radiant matter, andlots more, all of which could lie set at rest forever
if only the scientists would agree to submit them to¦ twelve mea in a box." Truly the world moves.
Freeman, the Pot-asset fanatic who killed his own

child while under the delusion that God raSB-Valthe sacrifice of him, has been acquitted of tbs
charge of murder, ou the ground of insanity, and tb*
Court has sentenced him to pass the remainder ot
his "lifo in an insane asylnm. This sentence seems
99 imply a belief on the part of the Court that in-
sanity is incurable. Should Freeman recover hat
sanity tbe question might very easily be raised,whether there existed any authority for detaininghim in an insane asylum. Probably ha could nut
under such circumstances, be so detained. \'e|
this disposition of him is, wo think, the
only rational one attainable. The pre¬
sumption must be that he is still insane, sud
having been acquitted of murder on that groand. it
ia asesaaaay to prevent him from doing any mora
BriaaUaC If all murderers who pot iu tho plea ol
insanity knew that acquittal on that ground would
consign them to au asylum for life, they might
rather prefer to take greater chances of the gallows.
Yet there can be no reasonable doubt that this
ought to Ix* the mle, and not tho exception. Mun
derers who claim that they are not responsible f.tr
their actions ought to bo locked up with the irre¬
sponsible, and kept there, if possible, for the rest ..f
their lives. To liberate such men ls necessarily
to make a farce of che administration nf justice.

PERSONAL.
It is related in English journals that duringa

recent visit to Europe Mr. William Little, of Mon¬
treal, found himself on an excursion with tho Scot¬
tish Arboricultural Society. Some coues from a
tall Ticea nobilit were desired, but no one would
venture to climb the tree. Seeing fhe hesitatma
of fhe " sturdy baud of stalwart Scotch and Eng-lish foresters,1' Mr. Little " flung ort his hat MM
coat, and with the nimbleness of a squirrel in a
few minutes brought dawn Mime cones."
"The row of houses ou Connecticut-ave." says

The ff'ashitnjton Star, "between K and L streets,
built by ex-dovernor Shepherd, is familiarly kuowa
BB Diplomatic Bow. At tho corner, in the former
residence of the Chinese Legation, now resides M.
de.Strnve'the Russian Minister; next is the housa"
occupied by Marshal McMichacl, next door to which
aro the apartments for bachelor members of tha
Diplomatic Cons. Adjoining this house lives M. da
bille, the Danish Minister, formerly Councillor and
a pros.neat iiolitieal character. Denmark.'Count
and Countess Lcwonhaiipt, of the Swedish Legation,
como next in the bet. while between this and ttie
corner house, in which resides Attorncy-f'oneral
brewster and family, is that recent!*/ purchased
aud occupied by Qesetnl Joe Johnston.
To accuse a real live prince of being, in even ths

slightest degree, " pernickety," is a serious matter.
Ami yet, what are you to make of this I Prince
Albert Victor the other day went home, from Cam¬
bridge hfLMdea. HS was unattended, aud he bought
a single ticket and took his seat like any ordinary
traveller. He was at lir-t the only passenger ia
that compartment. Put when tho train stopped at
Royston two other gentlemea got in, and one of
them remained there until the traill reached Lou¬
don, while the other, having a cold and lin,lin. tha
windows open, sought a seat in another compart¬
ment. Neither of them had any idea that their
follow-tiavellcr was the Prince, and they were both
gentlemen of Irreproachable presence. Bat when
his Royal Highness reached King's (ross .Station ha
complained to the authorities of the " intrusion " of
strangers into "his carriage," and tho station¬
master at Royston was severely censured in conse¬
quence, although neither lie nor the Cambridga
master, nor indeed M] one connected with tba
train, knew that tho Priuce was a passenger.
Cuicaoo, Dec. 0..Tolman Wheeler, of this city,

who has already made a number of bequests to tha
Episcopal Church, has deeded thc chunih a valuable
tract of land la the western division of the city,
and advam ed fOOO^OOO toward the erection of a
church preparatory school. The dssifB is to bo
after that of Oxford, pr.uiiinent features of the
structure liebig a chapel and a library to coutaia.
10,000 volumes.
H.MlIMO.".*. Dec. rt..Adjutant General Dalton,

of Massachusetts, arrived in Washington yesterday
atteruoou, and last evening presented to Represen¬
tative Robinson, the (Jovernor-elect of that State,
the certificate of his election. It is understood that
(iovernor Robinson aili retain his seat in tko Moose
until the time for his inauguration, January 3.

Gai.vkston, Dec. rt..A dispatch from Austin to
Ihe Sew* nay* Professor Mallet, president of the
Faculty of tho Texas University, has accepted a

chair in the University of Virginia, and will not re¬
main in the Texas instit ut iou any longer than is
necessary to complete its new laboratory.
Wasiiimiton', Dec. 0..Secretary Folger is

slightly Indisposed to-day and Assistant Secretary
French is acting Stwt- fury of tho Treasury.

OENERAL SOTES.

Tha owner of the lunn at Lindenville, O.,
upon which John lull established nu HMM- prepara¬
tory to his raitt at Harper's Kerry, ls still living, lils
liamo Ls IL A. Kori..'., an.I he ls a man of superior Intelli¬
gence, hlgiilv esteemed bv lils neighbors. He ret.tills *
vivid recollection of Old OaMWtOBlls and <>f J_S clicuiu-
stanccs iiii,lc(*wlili ll thc uri-.-* and -luuiiiiiltlou WM BS*
cell cd and stored.
At a social gathering <>f fashionable darkies

Iii Memphis the other evening Mr. John Gra.lv Was fer*-*
miate cn.nigh to havo eleven dollars In lils pocket, mitt
though lils nickname I* "Luck," unlucky cumuli to lo-s)
th- tame through a kala htM-tpMHS. Ikm***sM
doubt iii.il the money hal fallen to the floor, and the
ijili-sllOd wits which of the guests h.i'l appropriated lt.

Hy unanimous consent of the company lt WM decided to
suite Hil-, perplexing problem bv means of the Ul falUbi*
" sliter test," Mini accordingly a siller WM bf-Og-t I.ul
tin- kilaben. To it waa attached a atriag which was kan
In turu by thc guests. The sliter remained ni,c.- I
nulli Um .string wa.*, grasped hy oscar Jones, wara lt be¬
nn I" revolve willi great rapidity. Tlicrcii|>oii Mr.
lawn wita vi.elferouslv declared to lu* the thief sud Mr.
(lindy prompt!! cans.*! lils arrest. Justice l"tilglc.. wini
could not hiivn been lullv awain M Ihe sjl.-inli ceiein mi! il
by which his guilt h.ul boen established, dismissed t-«
ault.
For several years tho General Post (Mba hm

London has sent copies of tx handsome Christin.is caril to

all Ihe prtuelpal post otllees lu the world, fiom many "f
which ll twelves In exchange a similar greeting. Ia
whatever mai.uer lids kindly custom began lt t.llioW
become one of the pleasant features of the season ia
iHislal circles and some of the most elaborate card-* had

from ino remotest pulu la. *- A isxtt at Hong Koug." s.iya
the London Tetegritiih, "distinguishes hliuaelf with a
. Post Office Hoiinet,* which ls quite excellont and Inter¬

esting lu point of theme and workmanship. When li;!
Hint received the Loudon (ard, lt grew cjiilte rapt I rein,
and seat two* a looa aad eloquent leiter of Hunk-., i>-

gitliei wiih the iH.stm.u r"» photograph. Next year it
i.ul.lld itself by forwarding a waler-oolor dr.iwln.' "f
KUihii scenery. Several other postal ataluma have *. t

water-color or pen and Ink drawings of vurylng nagrn*
of originality- -**. I-"idon ottlclals, howev.-r, take .are
to maintain Ui' lr suiH'i.oiiiy lu tho matter of art."

Ths amt. William C. Winslow, of Huston, _M
written au interesting.letter to The t'.hurrhnxait of tlil-x Bf
aboil! the work of tho Kgyptlau K.ploi-llou Kuud Batmtf
ot Kiigland. 1.4*1 «Inter this.society ('ligated in au import¬
ant undertaking la the Delta, under the direction ol M.
Navi Ile, the eminent Kgyptologtat.namely, thc excava¬

tion of the Bibil.1 city of l'lthoiu, built by the Hebrews

during their servitude. This city has be. Identified 0/
the excavation* us the ¦ store city " built for l'haiao-
diiilug the oppression, aud also as the oily which ls re¬

ferred to aa Hiiccot ii in the Mb., lutereatliig hiero¬

glyphics and sun-dried bricks were found, some «'1'-»
Others situout, straw. .The society propose- during lha

present wluter, If funds aro for.oouilug, IS SSSSSSSJ
8.l, the -...tn of the Bible, and the Tani* of thc Ort*..

That ls where the Pharaoh II voil who was the friend of
Joseph, aud la therefore the place In wld.h to look f,.r
d.s'iiiiit'iits bearing on the history of Ihe Hebrews during
their 1 iigturjoiiinln l-Lgvpt. lt la likely taut Hebrew mon-
iiineiitM ariflst'pulcliriM will ls* found In Mau. 1 lore ac**-

Ilea burled the lost history of the rilicpi.erd Kings. In BJ
no other sile In Kgypt, or iii the whole East, la SjfWS w

be so rich lu burled monuments, uuiubera 9fW-MSIMS
show themitelves ou the surface or the mound*. AM fm
lt han been scarcely touched by tbe spade of the explorer.
Americans who are interested in these exeat attona «_.
Invited to contribute to tko .nd. t'oatrluutloM n_*»> *»


